
  Discover Your Gifts

By Matt Wright 

In Rick Warren’s book, The Purpose Driven Life, he discussed 
two common challenges when it comes to spiritual gifts in the 
church.  One issue is what he called “gift envy.”  This is when 
we compare our abilities and spiritual gifts to others.  A 
common feeling is to desire the gifts of others and feel 
jealous.  Inherent to the concept of gift envy is the feeling of 
dissatisfaction with the gifts 
God has given us.  The second 
problem Warren discussed was 
what he called “gift projection.”  
This is the mirror image of the 
first one as it is expecting 
everyone around us to have the 
same interests and gifts.  It often manifests by thinking that 
others should feel the same passion for ministries and 
projects that you do, and they are not spiritual enough if they 
don’t share your gifts and abilities.   

Both of these issues, gift envy and gift projection, should be 
avoided.  The answer is to look to God’s Word to better 
understand the place of spiritual gifts in our lives and church.    
Over the coming weeks as part of our Sunday message series 

on spiritual gifts, we will examine what the Bible has to say 
about this topic.  Each week focuses on a different passage of 
the Bible on the concept of spiritual gifts.  What we see from 
all the Bible has to say on this subject is that all Christians 
have spiritual gifts, but our gifts are not identical.   

I once heard a sermon where a preacher compared the 
spiritual gifts to the instruments in an orchestra.  The 
instruments not only look different, but they also sound and 

function in varied ways.  We can 
categorize instruments by similarities 
(woodwinds, strings, percussion), and 
yet even within these types there are 
specific instruments.  Despite the great 
variety, it takes the entire orchestra 
working together to make music.  All 

parts serve a purpose and need one another.   

The church functions the same way as we see how we all play 
a needed role.  John MacArthur said this about spiritual gifts 
in the church: "No local congregation will be what it should 
be, what Jesus prayed that it would be, what the Holy Spirit 
gifted it and empowered it to be, until it understands spiritual 
gifts.”  Come out in May as we discover our spiritual gifts as 
individuals and as a church.  
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"No local congregation will be what it should 

be, what Jesus prayed that it would be, what 

the Holy Spirit gifted it and empowered it to 

be, until it understands spiritual gifts.”  
-John MacArthur 



 

May Birthdays

May 3 - Risa Jones 
May 8 - Rylee Norris 
May 11 - Ryan Cuccinotto 
May 13 - Anna Webster 
May 24 - Allison Jones 
May 26 - Tucker Wood 
May 30 - Bob Brown 
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Discover Your Gifts Series

This month we continue our Sunday message series called, 
“Discover Your Gifts.”  This series is on the topic of spiritual 
gifts and it includes an online assessment for you to 
complete.  To find the assessment, go to Cornerstone’s 
website:  www.CornerstoneChristian.Church.  Click on the 
“Ministries” tab on the top of the page and then, “Spiritual 
Gifts.”  That page includes a form for you to take the 
assessment online.  Email matt@cccge.com with any 
questions  

Join us on Mother’s Day 
May 12


Breakfast - 9:00-9:30 AM

The men in the church will be providing the breakfast. 

Sunday Worship - 10:30 AM

We’ll have some prizes and gifts to say thanks.

Kids Update: 

Family Fun Summer


By Tracie Cicero

BIG changes are coming our way this summer!  
Instead of our usual week long kids camp, we have 
decided to offer Family Fun Summer activities 
instead.  For each month of the summer, we will 
have a few different programs for everyone to 
enjoy.  Guess what?!  These events are not just for 
kids.  Families young and old should be able to find 
something that they enjoy.  Days and times will vary 
- please stay tuned for details.   

Contact Tracie: tracie@cccge.com

Teens Update: 

CYG Parents Meeting


By Katrina Blase

CYG Parent Meeting: All Middle School and High 
School parents are invited to a CYG Parent meeting 
on Sunday, May 19th immediately following 
worship service.  The meeting will be held in the 
CYG room to discuss the current youth program, 
proposed changes to the program, and options for 
the 2020 summer camp/conference. 

Contact Katrina: katrina@cccge.com
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Congratulations Graduates! 

Joshua Mozockie 
Graduating From: Glenbard South High School 
Favorite Bible Verse: 1 Peter 5:6-10 
Future Plans: Joshua will be attending College of DuPage to study Automotive Technology.

Ethan Pudelek  
Graduating From: Glenbard East High school 
Favorite Bible Verse: 1 Samuel 17:9 
Future Plans: Going to COD for gen. ed.’s then onto nursing school (hopefully UIC). 

Daniel Santillanes  
Graduating From: Benedictine University 
Degree: MBA in International Business 
Favorite Bible Verse: Psalm 55:22  
Future Plans: To fins a job in the international trade field where I can advance my career. I also 
plan to get married and start a family.  

Caleb Sprinkel 
Graduating From: Moody Bible Institute

Degree: Bachelor’s in Pastoral Ministry

Favorite Bible Verse: Hebrews 1:3

Future Plans: On June 16, I will be starting work at Peachtree City Christian Church in Peachtree 
City, GA. My position will be as the Small Groups and Discipleship Pastor, and my ministry will 
include curriculum writing, small group organization, and teaching/preaching.


Elora Venchus 
Graduating From: North Central College

Degree: Bachelors of Arts in Psychology

Favorite Bible Verse: Ezekiel 36:26

Future Plans: I am planning to take time off school for work and travel for the next year, and then 
enroll in a graduate program for psychology. 




 

Introduction to Spiritual Gifts

by spiritualgiftstest.com 

It has been said, “He who buries his talent is making a grave 
mistake.” How true this statement is for so many Christians. God 
has given each believer a spiritual gift that He wants us to use for 
His glory, but we often don’t use it. We may deny that we actually 
have a spiritual gift or if we do acknowledge it, we may doubt its 
usefulness to glorify God, and then just bury it. But we must 
realize that God wants us to be involved with His work. He is so 
gracious that by His Holy Spirit He freely distributes gifts to all who 
are saved. He not only wants us to know our spiritual gifts, but He 
expects us to grow in them each day. 

The Bible says in Ephesians 4:7 “But grace was given to each one 
of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.” Also in 1 
Corinthians 12:7 it says “To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good.” Then in verse 11 it states “But one 
and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each 
one individually as He wills.” So it is clear that each Christian has a 
spiritual gift. You may ask, So what are they for? How do I use my 
gift (or gifts)? Does God really want to use me? 

Let us first look at the question: Why do we have spiritual gifts at 
all? This will help us to determine the importance of the gifts. To 
answer this let’s take a look at Scripture. In Acts 1:8, Jesus says, 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judaea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 
Here He is sharing with us a primary purpose of the gifts of the 
Spirit: to give the church power in order to preach Christ to the 
entire world. Paul says another purpose of the gifts is to equip the 
church for “building up the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12). He 
also reminds us in 1 Corinthians 14:12 that, “So also you, since 
you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification 
of the church.” Therefore our goal should be to establish, build, 
and uplift the church with our gifts. 

Still this doesn’t quite answer the big question of why. Why build 
up the church? For this answer lets again see what the Word says. 
Revelation 4:11 says, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to 
receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and 
by your will they existed and were created.” Colossians 1:16 says, 
“For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him.” We 
exist to glorify God. We were created by, through and for Jesus 
Christ. To testify of His love, grace, and power. God wants to 
reconcile with us through His son Jesus, and not only with us, but 
all of His chosen people! That is why we, by His Spirit, are called to 
be a part of His work on earth. In John 15:8 Jesus says, “By this my 
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 

disciples.” By bearing much fruit, we glorify God, and we can do 
this by abiding in Him and using our gifts to serve Him and bring 
others to Christ. 

Why you? 
You are a special part of the body of Christ. If you are a Christian 
and are not serving in some way, the church as a whole suffers. It’s 
like missing a part of the body. You may be able to live a normal 
life with just 9 out of 10 fingers, but you wouldn’t be able to do 
certain things as well as you would like. The truth is, the body of 
Christ has missing parts. They are attached but are missing in 
action. The church is called the “body of Christ” for a reason. We 
are connected by our faith in Jesus Christ and sealed by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Being members of the body, we need to work together. In 1 
Corinthians 12:12 it says, “For just as the body is one and has 
many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 
are one body, so it is with Christ.” And in verse 14, “For the body is 
not one member, but many.” Each of us is a specific body part. It 
sounds strange but it is a great analogy of the church. In verse 27 
Paul says, “Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members 
of it.” If you read verses 13-27 you will see that Paul affirms the 
importance of each member. He also declares that we need each 
member to function properly as a whole body. He says, in verse 
26, “And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if 
one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.” 

You glorify God by getting involved. 
God wants to use you! He has chosen you for the purpose of doing 
great things for Him. In Ephesians 2:10 it says, “For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” God already 
has plans for you. He wants you to listen to His calling and make 
yourself available to serve. Not only that, He expects you to use the 
gifts He has given you. 

In Matthew 25:14-30 Jesus tells the parable of the talents. It is a 
parable about stewardship of the grace that God has given to all 
believers. In the story, a talent equaled about 75 pounds of 
coinage and would be the equivalent of 15 years of normal wages 
for one person. This was an enormous responsibility for each of the 
servants to bear. The master was leaving on a journey and to one 
of his servants he gave 5 talents, to another 2 talents, and to 
another 1 talent according to their ability. What happened when 
the master came back to settle accounts was this: The first two 
servants had put the money to use and were able to double their 
amounts and present the master with his principal and profits. But 
the servant with one talent hid his master’s money and was afraid 
to use it. His talent was taken from him and given to the one who 
had ten talents. This parable shows us that Christ wants us to use 
the gifts He has provided to us, not to bury them.
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